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SUBJ: RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES: APPROACH TO 
GOVERNMENT OF QATAR 

REF: STATE 97854 

1. SINCE AMIR AILING, ON APRIL 28, IN RESPONSE REFTEL, I 
MET WITH ISSA AL KAWARI, GOVT OF QATAR MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
WHO IS ALSO AMIR'S CHEF DE CABINET AND FASTEST CHANNEL TO 
HIM, ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF GOQ'S ACCEPTING VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. 

2. 1 OUTLINED MAGNITUDE OF US EFFORTS, STRESSED HUMANITARIAN 
ASPECTS AND OBLIGATION OF WORLD COMMUNITY TO RESPOND TO 
SITUATION. I ALSO NOTED GOQ'S STAUNCH ANTI-COMMUNISM, QATAR'S 
CRITICAL NEED FOR ALL KINDS OF MANPOWER, AND POSSIBILITY THAT 
THERE MAY BE VIETNAMESE MUSLIMS FOR WHOM GOQ MIGHT WISH TO 
MAKE GESTURE. 

3. KAWARI REPLIED THAT HE WOULD CONVEY US APPEAL TO AMIR AND 
HOPED TO HAVE SOME REACTION FROM HIM IN NEXT DAY OR TWO. HE 
SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT RPT NOT VENTURE PREDICTION ON AMIR'S 
REACTION EXCEPT THAT AMIR WOULD REQUIRE MUCH MORE INFORMATION 
ON NUMBERS (I TOLD HIM WE WOULD HOPE THAT GOQ COULD TAKE MINIMUM 
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PERMANENT RESIDENTS, AVAILABLE SKILLS, ETC. I TOLD KAWARI THAT 
IT WAS MY JUDGMENT THAT IF GOQ COULD AGREE IN PRINCIPLE SOONEST 
TO ACCEPT SOME VIETNAMESE REFUGEES, WE COULD THEN PROVIDE 
MORE DETAILED INFORMATION, ALTHOUGH I WOULD SEEK INFORMATION 
TO ANSWER SOME OF QUESTIONS HE RAISED IN MEANTIME. 

4. COMMENT: FRANKLY, I AM SKEPTICAL THAT GOQ WILL POSITIVELY 
RESPOND TO US APPEAL SINCE IT GENERALLY VIEWS, AT LEAST THIS 
ASPECT OF VIETNAMESE SITUATION, AS EXOTIC AND DISTANT PROBLEM 
WITH WHICH IT DOES NOT WISH TO BECOME INVOLVED. ASSISTANCE TO 
MUSLIM VIETNAMESE REFUGEES (ARE THERE ANY?) IS AN ANGLE. IF 
WE CAN PROVIDE EVEN GENERAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED BY 
KAWARI, THIS TOO MIGHT BE HELPFUL. 
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